
KRAKOW TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES

NON-ZONING ORDINANCES

Blight: 

An Ordinance to prevent, reduce, and eliminate blight and causes of blight within Krakow Township, Presque Isle 
County, Michigan; to provide for enforcement hereof, and to provide penalties for the violation hereof, pursuant to 
the enacting authority provided by Act 344 of the Public Act of 1945 and Act 246 of the Public Acts of 1945, so 
amended.

Section 1:  Purpose

Consistent with the letter and spirit of Public Act 344 of 1945 and Public Act 246 of 1945, as amended, it is the 
purpose of this ordinance to prevent, reduce, and eliminate blight and potential blight in Krakow Township in an 
effort  to  promote  the  public  health,  safety,  and  general  welfare  of  persons  and  property  located  in  Krakow 
Township.

Section 2:  Causes of Blight or Blighting Factors

It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures, and activities are causes of blight or blighting factors 
which, if allowed to exist, will tend to result in blighted and undesirable neighborhoods and property in Krakow 
Township.  On and after the effective date of this ordinance, no person, corporation, or association of any kind 
shall maintain or permit to be maintained any of these causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property in 
Krakow Township, leased, rented, or occupied by such person, corporation, or association.  

A.  In any area within Krakow Township, the storage upon any property of junk vehicles, except in a
completely enclosed building.  For the purpose of this ordinance, the term “Junk Vehicles” shall include 
any motor vehicle that is not licensed for use upon the highways of the State of Michigan, and shall also 
include, whether so licensed or not, any motor vehicle that is inoperative.  The following vehicles are
excluded from this definition of Junk Vehicles.

1.  Unlicensed, but operative vehicles, that are kept as the stock in trade of a regularly licensed 
and established dealer in new or used automobiles or other motorized vehicles.
2.  Operative vehicles that are used seasonally and licensed by the State of Michigan for half-
year used upon the highways of the State of Michigan.
3. Vehicles upon the premises of a vehicle repair garage awaiting repair for a period of up to one- 
hundred and twenty (120) days.  Such one-hundred and twenty (120) day period maybe extended 
for additional  periods of thirty (30) days each upon the presentation to the Krakow Township 
Supervisor of written proof that the offending vehicle is involved in insurance claims litigation or a 
similar  matter  and  that  additional  time is  required  before  the  vehicle  can  be  moved off  the 
premises.

B.  In any area within Krakow Township, the storage of building materials upon any property unless there
is  in  force  a  valid  building  permit  issued  by  the  proper  governmental  inspector  or  authority  for 
construction upon the property and unless the building materials are intended for use in connection with 
such construction.  The term “Building Materials” shall include but limited to:  Lumber, Bricks, Concrete or 
Cinder Blocks, Plumbing materials or equipment, Electrical materials or equipment, Heating materials or 
equipment,  Shingles,  Mortar,  Concrete  or  Cement,  Nails,  Screws  or  any  other  materials  used  in 
construction of any structure.  The term “Building Materials” shall not include building materials that are 
completely enclosed within a building or shielded by a privacy fence or natural obstruction so as not to be 
visible to the public and to adjacent property owners.
C.  In any area with Krakow Township, the storage or accumulation upon any property of Junk, Trash,
Rubbish, or Refuse of any kind without landfill permit, except domestic refuse stored in such a manner 
as not to create a nuisance for a period not to exceed fifteen (15) days.  The term “Junk” shall include, 
but  shall  not  be limited to,  parts of  machinery,  parts of  motor vehicles,  stoves,  refrigerators,  clothing 
washers,  clothing dryer,  and any other  appliances stored  in  the open,  broken or  unusable  furniture, 
remnants of woods and metal, or any other material or cast off material of any kind and any dilapidated 
or inoperative equipment and machinery.
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D.  In any area within Krakow Township, the existence of any building, dwelling, garage, mobile home, 
modular home, shelter or any other structure or part of a structure which, because of fire, wind or other
acts of natural forces or physical deterioration or damage, is not habitable, if a dwelling, nor useful for
the purpose for which such structures are customarily and reasonable intended.
E.  In any area within Krakow Township, the existence of any vacant building, dwelling, garage, mobile
home or modular home unless the same are kept securely locked and protected to prevent entrance
thereto by vandals or by other unauthorized persons.
F.  In any area within Krakow Township, the existence of any partially completed structure unless such
structure is in the course of construction in compliance with and in accordance with a valid building
permit issued by the proper governmental inspector or authority.

Section 3:  Enforcement and Penalties

A.   The violation by any persons, corporation or association of any provision of this ordinance is hereby
designated as municipal civil infraction.
B.   The  Krakow  Township  Supervisor  and  the  Krakow  Township  Zoning  Administrator  are  hereby 
designated as authorized local officials who shall  administer and enforce this ordinance and who are 
authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations.
C.   Municipal Civil Infraction means a civil infraction as defined by Section 113 of the Revised Judicature
Act of 1961, being Act No. 236 of the Public Act of 1961, as amended (the Act), involving a violation of 
this ordinance.
D.   Citation means a written complaint or notice to appear in court upon which an authorized local official
records  the  occurrence  or  existence  of  one  or  more  municipal  civil  infractions  by  the  person,      
corporation, or association cited (the defendant).
E.   Municipal Civil Infraction means a civil action in which the defendant is alleged to be responsible for 
a municipal civil infraction.
F.   Municipal civil infraction action may be commenced upon the issuance by an authorized local official 
of a citation directing the defendant to appear in court.
G.   A citation shall be issued and served by an authorized local official in accordance with the provisions
of Sections 8707 and 8709 of the Act.
H.   A citation shall contain the information required under Section  8709 of the Act. 
 I.  An authorized oval official may issue a citation to a defendant if the official witnesses a defendant  
commit a violation of this ordinance, or if, based upon investigation, the official has reasonable cause  
to believe that the defendant is responsible for a violation of the ordinance, or if based upon investigation 
of a complaint by someone who allegedly witnessed a defendant commit a violation of this ordinance, the 
official has reasonable cause to believe that the defendant is responsible for violation of this ordinance 
and if the Township attorney approves in writing the issuance of the citation.
 J.  Failure of the defendant to appear within the time specified on a citation or at the time scheduled for a
hearing  or  appearance  is  a  misdemeanor  punishable  by  up  to  ninety  (90)  days  in  jail  and/or  five- 
hundred dollar ($500.00) fine plus cost of the prosecution and will result in entry of a default judgment 
against the defendant on the municipal civil infraction.
K.   A defendant found responsible by the judge or magistrate for a violation of this ordinance shall pay a 
fine not to exceed five-hundred dollar ($500.00) which are not limited to the costs taxable in ordinary civil 
actions and may include all  expenses, direct and indirect to which the Township had been put in    
connection with the municipal civil infraction up to the entry of judgment.  Except as otherwise provided
by laws, costs shall be payable to the general fund of the Township.  In addition to ordering a defendant 
to pay a civil fine and costs, the court may issue and enforce any judgment, written, or order necessary 
to enforce this ordinance, in accordance with Section 8302 of the Act.
L.  If a defendant fails to comply with an order or judgment issued pursuant to Section 8727 of the Act
within the time prescribed by the court, the court may proceed under Section 8302, 8729 and 8731 of the 
Act as applicable.
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M.  If a defendant does not pay a civil fine or costs or an ordered installment within thirty (30) days after 
the date on which payment is due in a municipal civil infraction action brought of a violation involving the 
use or occupation of land or a building or other structure, the Township may obtain a lien against the 
land,  building,  or  structure  involved in  the violation by recording a  copy of  the court  order  requiring 
payment of the fine and costs with the register of deeds for the county in which the land, building, or 
structure is located.  The court order shall not be recorded unless a legal description of the property is 
incorporated into or attached to the court order.  A lien is effective immediately upon recording of the 
court  order  with  the  register  of  deeds.  The  court  order  recorded  with  the  register  of  deeds  shall 
constitute notice of the pending lien. In addition, a written notice of the lien shall be sent by the Township 
by first class mail to the owner of record of the land, building, or structure at the owner’s last known 
address.  The lien may be enforced and discharged by the Township in the manner prescribed by Section 
8731 of the Act.
N.  Each day, on which an violation of this ordinance continues, it constitutes a separate offense and the
offender  shall  be  subject  to  the  applicable  fine,  costs,  penalties  and  sanctions  of  reach  separate 
offense.
O.  In addition to any remedies available at law, Krakow Township may bring an action for an injunction or 
other process against a defendant to restrain, prevent or abate any violation of this ordinance.

Section 4: Sever-ability Clause

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be sever-able, and if any clause, sentence, word, section, 
or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not 
affect any of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

Section 5:  Effective Date, Publication, and Adoption

This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its publication as required by law. This ordinance shall 
be published once, in full, in a newspaper of general circulation within the boundaries of Krakow Township and 
qualified under state law to publish legal notices, within thirty (30) days after the adoption and the same shall be 
recorded in the Ordinance Book, and such recording authenticated by the signature of the Township Clerk.

Noise Control:

A.  The  construction  of  any building,  including  excavation,  demolition,  alteration  or  repair,  and the  
excavation, cleaning and repair of streets or highways, except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and       
9:00 p.m., or on Sunday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., and except in cases of urgent 
necessity in the interest of public health and safety, is prohibited.
B.  Excessive noise by people  (parties,  screaming,  yelling,  the yelling of  obscene language,       
excessive loud vehicle noise), or from the keeping of any animal or bird, or in either case, frequent or 
long continued noise, which disturbs the quiet, comfort, calm or repose of any person, is prohibited.  The 
Zoning Administrator is authorized to enforce this provision upon receiving three complaints from three 
different property owners, or if three complaints from three different property owners cannot be obtained, 
and upon investigation and determination by the Zoning Administrator that a violation of this ordinance is 
occurring or has occurred, in his discretion, the Zoning Administrator may issue a violation notice to the 
offending party. 

Salvage of Motor Vehicles: eff. 6/25/07

Inoperable vehicles, including trucks and campers, without current registration shall not be parked outdoors in 
residential districts.  Vehicles in process of restoration are exempt.  Revision to comply with the Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act.  eff. 7/01/07
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